


Whereas, on March 15, 2020, the US Centers for Disease Control issued guidance as to 
large events, explaining that larger gatherings (for example, more than 250 people) offer more 
opportunities for person-to-person contact and therefore pose a greater risk of COVID-19 
transmission and community spread; counseling that based upon what is currently known about 
the virus, spread from person-to-person happens most frequently among close contacts (within 6 
feet); and urging organizers to continually assess whether to postpone, cancel, or significantly 
reduce (if possible) the number of attendees at larger gatherings; and 

Whereas, on March 17, 2020, the Harris County Commissioners Court extended the 
Declaration of Local Disaster for Public Health Emergency to March 25, 2020 in accordance with 
Section 418.108(b) ofthe Texas Government Code; and 

Whereas, on March 19, 2020, Governor Abbott issued the first Public Health Disaster 
Declaration released in the State of Texas since 1901 and an Executive Order which, among other 
things, prohibits Texans from gathering in groups of more than ten persons; and 

Whereas, on March 24, 2020, the Harris County Commissioners Court extended the 
Declaration of Local Disaster for Public Health Emergency to April29, 2020 in accordance with 
Section 418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code; and 

Whereas, on March 24,2020, the Harris County Judge issued a "Stay Home, Work Safe" 
Order prohibiting gatherings and providing that residents stay home other than to perfotm Essential 
Services as defined in Federal guidance. The Stay Home, Work Safe order provided that in 
performing or obtaining Essential Services, residents should follow Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention "CDC" guidelines on social distancing; and 

Whereas, on March 31, 2020, Governor Abbot issued Executive Order GA-14 
implementing Essential Services and Activities Protocols through April 30, 2020 and expanding 
the social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans that are aimed at slowing the 
spread of COVID-19, including limiting social gatherings and in-person contact with people other 
than those in the same household; and 

Whereas, on April 3, 2020, the Harris County Judge extended the Stay Home, Work Safe 
Order effective April 4, 2020 through April 30, 2020; and 

Whereas, on April 17, 2020, Governor Abbot issued Executive Order GA-16 to replace 
Executive Order GA-14, and included the same social-distancing restrictions and other obligations 
for Texans according to federal guidelines that are aimed at slowing the spread of COVID-19; and 

Whereas, on April 27, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-18 to replace 
Executive Order GA-16, and providing among other things, that every person in Texas shall, 
except where necessary to provide or obtain essential services or reopened services, minimize 
social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same household 
in accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and to achieve the goals 
established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19; and 
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